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Artist Statement: Gerard J. Kelly, 2012 


My work over the past thirty years has been, like my personality, in an evolving state. I am not the man 
I was at twenty-two and neither is my sculpture similar to those early works in concept or form. Yet, 
there are themes and philosophies that have remained with me and are evident in my sculptures from 
those early years to now. Reviewing my oeuvre it is evident to me that my work has been permeated by 
some synonymous underlying thoughts. It has taken time to mature as an artist and to realize in my 
work and my life the effects of these philosophies and themes on both. 


My interest in reading about philosophy, history, science, and art have affected my production and my 
life. As we all are made of base constituent elements and experiences that have coalesced to form the 
individuals we are today, so it is with my work. I chose the title Wabi Sabi: East meets West because 
Wabi Sabi is one of those philosophies that has been persistent in my oeuvre. 


Wabi Sabi is a Japanese esthetic philosophy with a long history steeped in the tea ceremony but it is 
even older than that. It evolved out of a period of ostentatious and elaborate production of crafts and art 
that might be analogous to the western baroque period. 


Wabi is a higher dimension of transcendent beauty arrived at by sublimating the outer ostentation and 
complexity of an object, or thought, to allow the inner, unpretentious beauty to surface. Wabi is no fan 
of excessive expression, but enjoys taciturnity, detests haughtiness and respects humility. Wabi is 
equated with a form of stark, austere beauty. 


Sabi is the admiration or sense of pleasure one gets when viewing an irregular, asymmetrical form as 
opposed to a perfect form. Sabi speaks of the patina of the aged, the worn, and the surface that hints at 
an inner beauty. It is the pleasure we attain from seeing an old rusted automobile in a field of high grass 
as opposed to a long line of new cars in a parking lot. 


Wabi Sabi the esthetic pleasure I achieve from the realization of a work that is marred by flaws, and 
whose surface is imperfect, and yet it instills in me a joy of accomplishment. I would rather stir my tea 
with a patinated , stained spoon than a highly polished silver spoon. 


In my stone works, most notably the Goddess series of sculpture that I produced from 1999 to 2001, I 
utilized the natural formations of the marble I found in the wild as indicators that informed my 
manipulation of the material into the finished sculptures. I had at the beginning of my Masters study 
here attempted to force the material I was using into forms. This contradicted my past mode of working 
and I had difficulty understanding my displeasure with the end results, even though these works were at 
times accepted by my mentor and other students. My breakthrough came when I realized that it was 
possible with the found steel I was using to work in a similar mode. It was possible to assist this 
material into forms that not only reinforced my concepts for a series of works revolving around a theme 
but into sculpture that allowed an esoteric expression of thought, and yet work within the framework of 
formal art. 


They are pieces that I feel stand on their own as formal works of art. They are art objects with an 
esthetic appeal derived from form and use of material. I think they owe a debt to the works of Brancusi, 
Caro, Lipchitz, and Smith. Like most artist of the 20" Century I was greatly enfluenced by all these 
giants of art history and I am endebted to them for the strides they made. Today steel is concidered by 
many to be a traditional, almost obsolete art material, and yet it is newer than the use of found objects. I 
owe a debt to Smith, and Caro for bringing this material out of the factories,taking the mundane and 
making it extraordinary. I owe a debt to Peter Hide who has the tenacity to stand against the tide of 
trendy artists who ride the coat tails of curators, and who while reenventing the wheel believe they are 
being innovative. I am grateful for all he has taught me. 


GERARD J. KELLY 
Newton Place, 11 251,85" Ave, Edmonton, AB, Canada, T6G 1K7 
http://www. gerardjkelly.com 
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